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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. 



PROCEEDINGS 

o)-- 

TI1E TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING 

OF THE SOCIETY, 

Held on the Bth of May, 1847, 

THE RT. HON. THE EARL OF AUCKLAND, G.C.B., 

ritERIDENT, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



The Honorary Secretary rend the following Report of the Council:— 

In Riihinitting the Annual Report of the transactions of the Royal 
Asiatic Society during the past year, it is the gratifying <luty of the 
Council to remark that while their operations have licen of more than 
Usual interest and importance, the increased number of elections, and 
the diminution in the total of losses by retirement and death, stand in 
favorable contrast with parallel fluctuations during the preceding twelve 
months. Fourteen Contributing Members, and seven Corresponding 
j lembcrs, have been added to our strength. Only one Contributing 
n. ember has retired. One Honorary and two Corresponding Members 
lir.ve died. Among our resident and non-resident Members the number 
of deaths has been nine, including several distinguished individuals, 
whose loss the Society has reason to deplore*. 

* Election*, }lc*i<hvt mid iXon-TU*i>1rni : — .fames Alexander, Esq. II. OR. ; .fames 
II. Hurnes, Ksq.; Major (ion. I)c In IMnlle, O.H.; \V. \V. Hull, Ksq.; John Lmvftinl, 
Ksq; Lieut. Col. (J. P. I .a Mesnrier; Cm!. Julin Low, C.H.j \V, II. Morlcy, Ksq.; Dr. 
V. fi. Mimall, M.I).; Ilie Dukn <>1 Nnrthitmherliiml j Mnjcir II. C Uawliiijoii; W. A. 
Sliuw, Ksq. ; Sir ('liiutle M. Wmle, C.H.; J. Wiinlen, F.sq. 

i'orrrsjiotnlinn McmbrTx: — Dr. K. I'ninmlv ; Dr. J. F. J. (^:»«*s*>l ; .Indies Finn, Ksq. ; 
rvnl'rssor A. I>. M nrtltinntm ; Monsieur ('. M. Nov; the Kcv. Mr. Thomson ; W. II. 
MrtllmrHl, r'.Kij. 

Itctin mwt : — The Iter, Dr. IVnrvm. 

Deaths; Jlcnoletit ana* Kon-Hi-niilfnt : — YV. llrhlgemun, l-'.sq-; the Right Hon. Sir I' 1 .. 
II. Kn«t, Hurt.; K. Fleteher, Ksq.: tienernl Vims Keniieily; A. Moel(le«, Ksq.; tlti? 
Kiyht Hon I.or<l MeteuHc: W. Oliver, Ksq.: Cnnlniu T. i'osinm: Mnjor J. Smith ; 
Honorary; — The H:tju of Trnvnncore. Foreign: — The Chevalier A. Juuburl. C'orrei- 
jtoiulitoi ; Hubert Thoin, Ksq. 
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Ili.l lligltUCS.1 I.ll0 l(A4A «>!' TuAVANOIIIH, who died lit hid palace of 

Triiandram 011 the "7th of December last, an Honorary Member of this 
■Society, was eminently distinguished among the princes of India as an 
enlightened patron of learning and science. To an extensive acquaint- 
ance with the language!) and literature of Southern India, lie added tint 
knowledge of Sanskrit, Persian, and Knglish. J lis early appreciation of 
the value of literary pursuits, and his freedom from the prejudices which 
might have operated unfavourably to the extension of researches in 
science conducted on European principles, may probably be traced to li in 
early education under an iiiili|/h!ein'd Minimum, who bad been a pupil of 
the eulebralcd Schwartz. Him lligbnewi ascended the iiiuhiiikI oil 
ntlaitiing the age of Hi, the jieriod of majority according to the Hindu 
law, in 11)2!*. A hospital, schools, and a printing establishment were 
among the eaily evidences of the liberal principles of bis rule; but the 
most noble proof of his desire to extend the practical benefits of true 
science was the erection of 1111 Observatory at his capital, and the' 
appointment of an able Kuglish Astronomer lo the superintendence of 
this line institution. Here, with the aid of a very complete collection of 
excellent instruments, provided by the itaja's liberality, Air. Caldccott 
lias conducted a regular series of astronomical and ' meteorological 
observations, has annually published an Astronomical . Kphcmcris, nmh 
given instruction iu the Mathematical School. Of the talents and 
acquirements of Mr. Caldecott, Sir David Drewster madu honorable 
mention in a letter to our distinguished Vice-President, Sir Alexander 
Johnston, adding, that he was iu possession of the results of a line series 
of hourly meteorological observations made by that gentleman foi\ 
3IWU-40, which he had found to possess peculiar interest and value; 
Mr. Caldccott himself informed Sir Alexander Johnston, iu JU4.'), that 
his magnetic and meteorological observations were conducted on the plan 
of the Royal Society, and were made regularly every fifteen minutes, 
that iu the course of two months after the transit instruments luul been 
brought into use upwards of DUOO transits had been taken, : and tho 
observations reduced exactly as at Greenwich. ' ,' 

From such active use of the means of discovery furnished at so great a 
cost by the liberality of a Jlindu 1'rince, the most important benefits, 
not only scientific, but moral, might bo expected to result to the country 
over which the llaja presided. The • early death of Ibis enlightened 
and princely patron of true science is a subject, of just regret ; and much 
anxiety will be felt until it shall be ascertained that the Observatory 
and the other institutions which he so munificently established, will not 
be suffered to titll into decay. ' 

Major Gkm-.ii.vi. Vans Kknnkdv, of the Bombay Army, has been 
long known to the public as a profound Oriental scholar, and an 
Antiquary and 1'hilologist of the highest order. From the time that he 
entered the service of the Company in 11)00, he applied himself to the 
cultivation of the languages and literature of that portion of India which 
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wii'i the scene of his official occupation; and booh became conversant 
witli the Guzcrati, Mahratta, and Persian languages. Upon the establish- 
ment of the Literary Society of Bombay, in 11104, he became one of its 
most active Member*; and contributed several Memoirs of great 
interest to the Transactions of (lie Society. Of these may be particu- 
larized two papers on the Ancient Chronology and History of Persia, 
from the earliest periods to the commencement of the Sassaiiiari dynasty, 
derived from original authorities, especially the work of Tabari, and the 
Shah Nama; the fust part of these was published in (ho second, the 
taller in the third volume of Hie Traiinacllniui. 'The second volume 
also contains a Memoir on Persian literature; and a notice of the 
religious innovations of the Koiperor AUber; and the third, Remarks on 
the Gliaractcr of Mohammed. The same volume presents also a 
remarkable paper by Major Vans Kennedy, entitled " Remarks on the 
sixth and seventh chapters of Mill's History of I'ritish India," in which 
he has zealously vindicated the Hindus from the severe condemnations 
passed upon them by the historian. Concurrently with these investiga- 
tions, Major Vans Kennedy prosecuted the cultivation of the vernacular 
dialects; and in 11124, published a Dictionary of the Mahratta Language, 
in two parts; the first containing Mahratta and JOnglish, and the second 
Kuglisli and Mahratta. Willi the exception of a very short Dictionary, 
by Dr. Carey, Ibis was the first attempt to provide the study of 
the Mahratta language with so indispensable a requisite. 

From the literature of the Mohammedans, Major Vans Kennedy 
transferred his attention to the cultivation of Sanskrit; and devoted his 
principal labours thenceforward to the sacred language and literature of 
the Hindus. Besides various communications of minor importance, ad- 
dressed to the Calcutta Ouarlerly Oriental Review and to the Asiatic 
Journal in this country, General Vans Kennedy published two works of 
great interest and importance upon the subjects of Ancient Language and 
Mythology. The first, is entitled "Researches into the Origin and 
Affinity of the J'rincipal Languages of Asia and Europe," in which the 
structure of the chief branches of both the Semitic and lndo-Tcutonic 
families of language is investigated ; and the relations of Sanskrit with 
the classical and Teutonic tongues established by a convincing series of 
indisputable all'inities. The learning and research exhibited in this 
work are very remarkable ; and extensive familiarity is exhibited, not 
only with Oriental writers, but with classical and German authorities, — 
a familiarity the more worthy of notice as it must have been the wink 
of assiduous and unassisted study in India, since at the early a«c at 
which Mr. Vans Kennedy must have joined the army as a Cadet, it was 
impossible that he could have brought with him more than the merest 
rudiments at least, of such proficiency. 

The same amount of learning and research characterizes the other 
work upon which also the reputation of General Vans Kennedy mainly 
depends; it is entitled "Researches into tin; Nature and Affinity of 
Ancient and Hindu M vtholouy :" it. was published in 1B1J1, and is the 
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only work extant in the English language, in which the agreements and 
differences of the religious systems of the ancient world are fully mill 
distinctly pointed out. In this, and in his preceding work upon the 
nihilities of language, the author has intimated an opinion that we must 
look to Dairy Ion for the origin of the Sanskrit speech and of the Hindu 
Mythology. 

Subsequently to the publication of the last named work, General 
Vans Kennedy contributed to the Transactions of the itoyal Asiatic 
Society a paper on the Yedanta Philosophy of the Hindus, in which he 
attempted to vindicate the system from the charge of materialism which 
some of the expressions current among its cultivators would seem to 
attach to it. This paper, as the Society will remember, gave rise to u 
rather lively controversy between Sir Graves llaughtou and General 
Vans Kennedy, in which the former justified the views taken by Mr. 
Colebrooke of the Vedanta doctrines. The subject was discussed in 
several communications in the Asiatic Monthly Journal. He subse- 
quently communicated to the Society n paper on Mohammedan Law, 
which is published in the second volume of the Journal. 

Desides the literary labours of General Vans Kennedy, he was for 
some years Oriental translator to the Government of Doinbay ; and for u 
still longer period held the office of Judge Advocate General. He was 
latterly President of the Hoard of Examiners of the Junior Members of 
the Civil Service ; and for some time held the post of President of the 
Doinbay Literary Society. 

The Kight Honorable Sin Edwahd Hviie East, Dart, had long 
been known to the profession, of which he was n distinguished member, 
by his valuable Reports; he was raised to the Dcnch of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Calcutta, and retired from the ollice of Chief 
Justice after an able service of inany years. Some years after his 
return he was selected as one of the Indian Judges, to sit on the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council at the hearing of appeals from the 
Courts of Sudder Adawlut at the Indian J 'residencies. He took a warm 
interest in the proceedings of this Society; and for several years 
rendered valuable assistance as a Member of the Council. 

Mil. William Olivkr entered the service of the East India Company 
as a writer, on tho Madras Establishment, in 1H0I, at a time when the 
Junior Civil Servants of the three Presidencies were prepared for their 
future duties by instruction in every branch of knowledge that could 
fit them for the most efficient discharge of their public functions in the 
College established at Calcutta by the Marquis Wellcsley. Mr. Oliver 
was among the most distinguished scholars of his time at that noble 
seminary, having obtained the highest rewards for his attainments in 
Arabic and Persian, and prizes for classical knowledge. His career in 
the service was highly honourable, having risen through successive 
gradutions to offices of the highest trust and responsibility on the Dench 



J.UI7.] IJOVAIi ASIATIC SUCIKTV. V 

of flip Sitilder Court, of Judicature, Mini eventually i" tlio Council Board 
iif the Madras Government. While discharging the onerous duties of 
his judicial office and of Persian Irannlator to t lie Governmcntof Madras, 
Mr. Oliver never ceased to indulge his elegant taste liy cultivating the 
study of the ancient classics, and of French and Italian lit.eiat.uie, with 
which he was extensively acquainted, keeping up nt the onine lime nu 
familiar knowledge of (lie writers of his own country, lioth of the ho- 
noured dead, and the distinguished living authors. Mr. Oliver retire 
from the service in J '!!>(!. 

The early death of Ala. Roni.nr Thom, Her Majesty's Consul nt 
INingpo, has deprived the Slate of the services of n very distinguished 
puldie servant; and has disappointed the reasonable hopes of the Society 
that much valuahle information would have lieen derived lo the world 
from the intimate knowledge of the Chinese language, and the zeal for 
acquiring and communicating information, which that gentleman was 
known to possess in « mote than ordinary degree. 

In the course of n short hut active life, All - . Thorn had resided some 
veins in Caracas and in Alexieo; and had passed a year in I'Vance liefore 
ho proceeded to China. J lo applied himself with indefatigalde zeal to 
the study of the language and literature of China, devoting to that 
ohject, not only the hours which could fairly he spared from the duties 
of a mercantile life, hut many which prudent nl trillion to health, and a 
less earnest zeal, would have yielded to recreation and rest. In the third 
year ol his residence, " he was aide, in the ahsence of Air. Morrison and 
Mr. Outzlatr, to plead n cnuse in the Alandaiin, or (Joint dialect." In 
Iftltll he published a translation into Knglish of n Chineso talc, entitled 
"The Lasting Resentment of Miss Keaou Lw.in Wang;" which he 
enriched with copious notes. This work has since been translated into 
German by l'ro lessor llottgcr. In ItilO, he put, forth into Chinese ;i 
version of /Ksop's 1'ahlcs; and in ll'.l'l, printed at his own expense, and 
liberally presented to many public bodies audio individuals at the live 
Consular Ports, his "Chinese and Knglish Vocabulary." 

These works have received high commendation from Professor 
Stanislas Juiieu, nml other competent judges of their merit. 

Uut Air. Thorn's was not mere scholar's knowledge: the powers of 
usefulness which bis acquirements had given were actively employed for 
the public good during the late stirring events in China. His gallantry 
in lienring a flag of truce to Amoy, at the inimineiit risk of bis life, 
entitled him to the honorable commendations of our military anil naval 
commanders. In the Canton river his conduct was noticed by Sir Hugh 
Gougli; and at the battle of Chinhai his benevolent liemt reaped the 
eonseious reward which the savin- of the lives of .1(10 Chinese imparled, 
Kor half a year lie was charged with lb'' civil administration of the city 
and district of Chinhai, where his conduct mil the approbation of his 
(iovernmrnt, and drew from the Ch'ui"-c fundi. mary, K.lepoo, the 
remarkable words, "I thank you b.r your civil Alandarinship at Chinhai, 
it has gained for you a great name in China." 
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A succession of feverish attacks, commencing in 11141, after exposure 
at (lie siege of Canton, mid returning after repeated exhausting fatigues 
while serving his country regardless of his own liealtli, so aU'ecled his 
constitution, that he was at length with dillicnlly prevailed upon to seek 
relief by u temporary intermission of his public duties. But however 
urgent hia own need of relief, he would not abandon his post before the 
arrival of his appointed successor. His honorahlo zeal led to a fatal 
result; and ho ended his days on the post of duty. 

Captain T. I'ostans was attached to the Political Agency in Western 
India, or Cuteh and Siiulli; and soon exhibited a peculiar talent for ex- 
ploring, and illustrating both by pen and pencil, the ancient remains 
found in those countries, their past history and their actual condition, 
lie was in consequence selected to take oil' accurate copies of the cele- 
brated (iirnar inscription, and the Report which ho submitted on that 
occasion was published in the Journal of tlio Asiatic Society of Bengal 
for October HUM. Jt comprises, not only descriptions and sketches of 
the Hill of Girnar, and the vicinity of Junagar, but of the Temple of 
Soumath, with many interesting details regarding that structure.' The 
communication is untitled ,: Notes of a Journey to (iirnar, in the 
Province of Kattywar, for the purpose of copying the ancient Inscrip- 
tions upon : the Rock near that place, undertaken by order" of the 
Bombay Government." It docs not bear the name of the author;' but 
is well known to be the work of Captain I'ostans, and is of' great 
vivacity and interest. 

The Author had previously published in the same collection an 
Account of tho Ruins of Alaudavi, and of the legends current in Gujarat 
respecting the coins known by the name of Garddlmba, or Gadhiya. 
(Journ. As. Bcng. Aug. U1H7.) 

Subsequently to his visit to (.iirnar we find several contributions to 
the same Journal; as in 111.')!), the Expedition of Chach, which was 
followed by a translation of the Chach Naina ; the History of the first 
Invasion of Sindh by the Mohammedans, published in March and April, 
1(141.' In tho same year he published a description of the City of 
Shikarpur. An Account of the ancient Temple of Ithadrasir appeared 
in lU.'IO. In January, 1043, an Ullicial Report by him on Upper Sindh 
and the Eastern part of Cutch wus published in the same Journal; 
ami in 11)15, he contributed to it a translation of (he Tohfet ul Kiram, 
which he considered as a most authentic, although concise, history of 
the early conquest of Sindh. 

In 1842 Lieut. I'ostans paid a visit to this country, and continued 
his endeavours to make tho condition of Sindh accurately understood in 
Kngland. With this view, he published a work, entitled " Personal 
Observations on Sindh; the Manners and Customs of its Inhabitants; 
and its Capabilities;" and another denominated " Observations on the 
Increase of Commerce by means of the River Indus."— Although 
opposed to the political measures pursued in Sindh, Captain Poslans 
seems to have entertained a favorable opinion of the eventual sub- 
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scrvicnco of the Province to the interests of British trade. Captain 
l'oslans is the Author also of a useful little work, addressed to the 
Junior Members of the Company's Military Service, entitled "Hints to 
Cadets." 

The intuits of Captain l'ostans as uu artist are only to be gathered 
from the low specimens which appear in the communications referred 
to, or from the Must rations which accompany the lively and intelligent 
works on Western India for which we arc indebted to Airs, l'ostans. 
There are, however, in the Library of the India House a much greater 
number of drawings of architectural remains and costumes, which dis- 
play a more than ordinary degree of urtistical ability ; and which have 
the character of accuracy, as well as of graphic delineation. Great hope 
had been entertained that tin: peculiar talents of Captain l'ostans in this 
respect, would have been directed by the Government of India to tho 
delineation of those remains of ancient architecture, for the preservation 
or record of which the Society addressed the Honorable Court of 
Directors of the lOnst, India Company. Instructions, it is but justice to 
tho (Joint to observe, were in consequence sent out to India, to give 
elfect to. the Society's recommendations ; and to no more capable, or 
more zealous, hand, could the duty have been entrusted. Circumstances 
with which we are unacquainted delayed, however, the employment of 
Captain l'ostans in this capacity; and his decease has frustrated tho 
hope, of Seeing the antiquities of Western India perpetuated by his 
skill. 

Of Lord Mktiai.ii:, his eminent virtues, his statesmanlike abilities, 
his splendid career of public service, this is not a suitable place to speak. 
His co.untry knows them from better sources, and gratefully acknow- 
ledges them. The Society deeply deplores the loss of so great and good 
a man. , 

Since our last. Anniversary Meeting, I'arts 1. and II. of tho Tenth 
Volume of the Journal of the Society have heeu printed, containing two 
portions of the Memoir of Major Rawlinson on the great Inscription of 
JJehistun. In editing these very curious and important papers, tho 
Council, have deemed themselves warranted in deviating from their 
ordinary course of publication by appropriating the two entire. Parts of 
Volume X. of | tho Journal exclusively to Major Rawlinson's work, so 
that when the whole shall have issued from the press, it may be bound 
up as a separate work. The Ninth Volume has in the mean time pro- 
ceeded; and has been occupied with papers on various subjects, selected 
for publication in the usual mode. 

The parts of the Tenth Volume already published contain the three 
first sections of Major Kawliusnn'H .Memoir. The fourth and liflli chap- 
ters, which arc now in the Printer's bauds, carry the investigation from 
the letters to the words of the Inscription. They will be followed by a 
Dictionary of lite language, which will be not merely a list of words, but 
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■will also iiH'Imlo tho geographical uiul historical views dcducihle from 
thi! Monument. 

In recent Idlers, Major Rawlinson slates Hint lie is now engaged 
upon the Inscriptions on tlio magnificent nioim incuts dug up at Niiuriid, 
by Mr. Layard, on which ho lias discovered the nanus of several 
inonarchs ol' the great Assyrian dynasty, of whom the histories now 
extant present no notices beyond their names. With these inscriptions 
there have been discovered bas-reliefs exhibiting the elephant, lion, 
rhinoceros, camel, bull, baboon, and monkey, from which Major Raw- 
linson infers that they will be found to record some Indian conquest. 
Still later researches tend to connect the civilization of the Tigris with 
that of the Nile, by the discovery of sphinxes, scarabiei, cartouches, and 
other emblems peculiar to Kgypt. Major Uawlinson promises a chapter 
on the languages and characters of thesu Assyrian Monuments. 

The Council adverts with great satisfaction to the recent establishment 
at llong Kong of tin Asiatic Society of China, for the investigation of 
arts, sciences, and literature, in relation to that country. A communica- 
tion has just been received from that body, from which it appears that 
its laws were passed, ami the ollicc-bearers appointed at a Meeting held 
on the liltli January, and that the Presidentship has been accepted by 
Ilia Excellency, Sir John Davis, the Governor of the island. 

ilvcr sii|ce. the establishment of our more intimate relations with that 
great and interesting empire, it has been the desire of this Society to 
obtain, through the aid of the inllucntial and scientific persons there 
employed by our Government, or engaged in commerce, such informa- 
tion as their respective positions might enable thoiii to all'ord on the 
subjects of investigation which we are associated to pursue. In further- 
ance of this object, the Council had transmitted lists of questions to the 
Governor and Consuls, and other persons, from sonic of whom papers of 
considerable interest have been received, ami read at our Meetings. Hut 
the fruits of such a course of inquiry must bo far less valuable than 
those which may be expected to reward the labours of a body associated 
in the country itself, collecting information, and putting forth inquiries 
systematically prepared and arranged on all the topics of interest which 
will present themselves to their notice. The Council may safely give 
assurance that all assistance or co-ope ration which it may be in their 
power to all'ord, will readily be extended to the Asiatic Society of China, 
as it has been to other bodies associated in dill'erent parts of Asia for 
purposes of local investigation, historical, scientilic, or general. 

The Report of the Auditors, which will be laid before the Meeting, 
will show a diminution in the balance at tho close of the last year in 
comparison with that of the preceding twelve mouths. This diminution 
was anticipated in the Report of 111 JO; but when it is observed that a 
considerable portion of the increased expenditure has been occasioned by 
the iWii'o of tho Society to do the most ample and speedy justice to the 
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interesting discoveries of Major Uawlinson which they have undertaken 
to luinjf before tin; world, the Council arc animated with the hope t lia 
the iiiiiiiIkt of tlieir Members will ho increased liy many persons who 
may desire to co-operate in the furtherance of imp/tries ami investigations 
which arc exciting the most lively interest throughout Europe. 

The following Report has been received l>y the Council from tho 
Secretary of the Oiuentai, Tkansi.ation Kiinii : — 

The only work published by the Kimd since the last yearly Meeting 
of the Society is the "Biographical Notices of J'ersian Poets; with critical 
and explanatory Remarks; hy the late Right lion. Sir Gore Ouseley, 
IUrl.," edited liy the Rev. James Reynold?, the Secretary of the Fund, 
who has prefixed to (lie work a Memoir of Sir Gore of considerable length, 
the materials for which were collected from original and authentic sources, 
the liberal confidence of Lady Ouseley having entrusted to tho editor tlic 
use of the interesting Journal of Sir Gore Ouseley 's residence in Persia, and 
the diary of his homeward route through Russia, together with various 
letters anil family memorials. The "Biographical Notices" of the 
learned author constitute hut. a small portion of a projected work of n 
considerably larger extent, to which, if his life had been (spared, Sir 
Gore Ouseley designed to have devoted much time and attention; and 
to perfect which he had resolved to draw largely from the stores of 
information which his admirable collection of MSS. afforded. The work 
is, however, inlrresl.iiig. It is interspersed with many well-chosen 
((notations from I'ersian poets; it arranges and condenses in a pleasing 
manner all that was already known respecting them, and it supplies tho 
reader with many curious incidents which were entirely novel. 

To tho "Biographical Notices" are subjoined various original frag- 
ments ami translations; and three or four papers of remarks, criticisms, 
&C., which illustrate Sir Gore Ouseley 's zeal anil success in the pro- 
secution of his Oriental studies at an early age, and which are reprinted 
from the "Oriental Collections." 

The second and last volume of M. Garcin de Tassy's valuable work, 
entitled "llistniro do l.itteraluro lliudoui et llindoustani," is com- 
pleted, and will shortly be distributed to the subscribers of the Fund; 
and the printing of the several works, portions of which have already 
been published under the auspices of the Committer, is being continued 
with as little delay as tlic extent and costliness of those works will 
admit of. 

TIicTkxt Society has completed during the past year the two works 
which were announced, at the last Anniversary Meeting, as nearly ready 
for [publication, — the " Dasa Kuumra Charitra," edited 1>\- 1'rol'csor 
Wilson; and the second and concluding portion of the "Shaiistani," bv 
the Rev. William Cureton. They have also contributed to an edition 
of the "History of the Almohades," in the original Arabic, edited by Dr. 
R. P. A. Dozy, which has been completed, and will soon be circulated. 
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AUDITORS' REPORT. 

The Auditors appointed to examine the Society's Accounts for the 
year 184G have the honor to report that having carefully discharged that 
duty, they have found the entries in the Rooks to he duly authenticated 
hy receipts and vouchers, and the Accounts throughout to he correctly 
kept. 

The Receipts of the year amount to lO.'JO/. 12s. lid., of which 
7067. Vis. Od. was the produce of Annual Subscriptions, Compositions, 
and Admission Fees. The other iteuiscoiuprise the very liberal donation 
of 100/. hy the late Treasurer, Mr. James Alexander; the annual grant of 
100 Guineas from the East India Company ; and the payment of the 
diminished contribution of 'Ml. for the year 1U45 by the Oriental 
Translation Fund, that for .11146' being still in a near. The amount 
received within the year from the sale of tho Society's publications is 
32/. 7s. "</., exhibiting an increase on the product of former years under 
that head. 

The funded property of the Society having undergone no alteration, 
the usual dividends huve been received. 

The total amount of charges is 1292/. i'2s. 8</., being 65!)/. lite. 4J. 
above the expenditure of the preceding year, and 2(12/. above the actual 
receipts of the year. It necessarily follows that the Balance at the close 
of 1046 is less than that at the end of 11)45 by an equal amount, that of 
the last year being 329/. 7*. 5</., while that of the preceding year was 
-&'Jll: 7s. 6d. The difference, however, is accounted for by the fact 
noticed in the Report of the Auditors of 1U45, that the Printer's bill 
for that year had not been sent in ; and by the greatly increased expen- 
diture under the heads of printing and lithography incurred in the 
publication of tho important papers received from Major Rawlinson. 

N. Bl.ANII, 



I .luilitunm the pail 

* of the Council. 

llol.r MaCKKNZIK, 1 Amlitor$ on the 
Jl. T. I'lllNSUr, ] v a,l of Ike, S. 



ocicty. 



Royal Asiatic Society's House, 
April 29, 1847. 
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Dr. Hovlp. said that a motion had been put into his hands which he 
could have desired had hoeii intrusted to some person morn inllucntinl 
than himself, and more aide to do justice to the valuable summary of 
the Society's acts which had been just read. The facts which had been 
so fully detailed in the Report had been heard by all present, and he felt 
assured that they would be highly appreciated, lie would therefore 
move — 

"That this Meeting approve and adopt the Report of the Council 
which has been now read, and likewise the Report submitted by the 
Auditors, to whom the best thanks of the Society are due for their able 
discharge of the duty intrusted to them." 

Carried unanimously. 

Sir (jicoiiiii! Staunton in rising to move a vote of thanks to the 
President said, that notwithstanding the onerous duties that had devolved 
upon the noble President, in consequence of the high and arduous station 
to which Her Majesty's Government hud called him, it was most gra- 
tifying that his Lordship still continued to evince his regard for the 
Society by honoring the Meeting with his presence: it was gratifying 
to see that the performance of political duties was not incompatible with 
mi attention to literary and scientific engagements; and that whether 
in his retirement at Kensington, or at his official residence at the Ad- 
miralty, his Lordship was alive to the interests of this Society, whichhe 
justly regarded as a means of drawing the too dormant attention of the 
people of England to the allairs of so important and interesting a portion 
of the Empire. 

Sir George concluded by moving "That the best thanks of the 
Meeting be presented to the Earl of Auckland for his kindness in taking 
the Chair on the present occasion, and for the interest which he 
continues to lake in the prosperity of the Society." 

Lnni) Auckland, in acknowledging with gratitude the vote passed 
in his favour, said that his feelings were mingled with the regret that he 
was not able to give more attention to the working of the Society, whose 
importance had sufl'cred no diminution in his opinion, although his 
opportunities of attending its Meetings hail been much curtailed. lie 
had lost none of the interest which he felt in everything connected with 
the East: he was stilt .mm warmly impressed as ever with the recol- 
lections of India ; and he was glad to have an opportunity of aiding in 
anything that might, add prosperity to the people of Hindustan, or throw 
light u|ion their history and autii|uilies. lie congratulated the Society 
upon its condition: with regard to its financial state, it was true he 
could not say it was highly prosperous; but, at all events, though in no 
great degree, the income nf the present, was greater than that of the 
preceding year; ami though some of its valuable supporters were gone 
from us, the whole number was increased by new accessions, and their 
leading Members yet remained, by whose ell'mts the reputation of the 
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Society would lie extended ami raised ; when lie mentioned the names of 
Wilson, Jlland, anil some others now present, lie was sure that, they 
wmilil lie received as a guarantee of the Society's Continued efficiency. 
The publications issued during the past year were mori! numerous than 
usual, and their interest was of an increasing order. Jtul in this de- 
partment, the great feature was the Memoir of Major llawliuson. His 
Lordship said, that he might take some credit to himself in having 
stimulated Major Riiwliiisun to the prosecution of researches, both in 
Afghanistan and on the shores of the Tigris, the results of which had 
raised that officer's name to the highest rank among the learned of 
Europe, and luul reflected honour upon this Society, and upon the 
service in which lie was engaged — researches which would throw a 
stead) - light upon Ancient History and Philology, and which were 
especially valuable as opening a new field for the prosecution of further 
investigations that promised to he still more productive. This Society 
had done itself credit in bringing liefore the world, at a considerable 
expense, the results of Major Uawlinson's labours, in the volume of 
which a considerable portion was already in the hands of the Members: 
and he dwelt with great earnestness on the credit which was due to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Society, Mr. Norris, for the ability ami accuracy 
with which he had edited this valuable Memoir in the absence of the 
writer, whose official employment at Baghdad prevented him from 
revising his work as it passed through the press. 

His Lordship concluded by expressing bis most anxious wish that 
the Society should continue to increase in prosperity and usefulness. 

Gkni'.uai. Du i.a Mottk moved, "That the Meeting desire to express 
their high sense of the attention bestowed on the all'airs of the Society 
during the past year by the Director, Vice-Presidents, and the Council, 
to whom the best thanks of the Society are due." 

This motion was duly seconded, and carried unanimously. 

Pitoi-nsson AVii.siin rose to thank the Meeting for their appreciation 
of the services which the Council had been able to render in conducting 
the business of the Society. His own labours bad of late been tighter 
than usual; — not from any reluctance to contribute to the Journal, but 
because so many valuable papers had been communicated, that the duty 
of adding anything himself had been quite unnecessary; he should, 
however, always feel it incumbent upon him to promote by every means 
iu his power the credit ami prosperity of the Society, and would not 
fail to devote bis leisure to that ell'ect upon all occasions when it should 
be necessary. 

Hoiiuirr Hi'XTBit, Esq. rose to move "That the thanks of (be Meeting 
be given to the Secretary, Treasurer, and Librarian, for their zealous 
services during the past year." 
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'I'lic million whs seconded liy S. I'ai.i., Kso. ami carried unanimously. 

It. Cr.liiKP., I r .si(. relumed thanks for tli« vote of approbation with 
which ln> had Iummi honoured, — anil assured the Meeting that such services 
us it was in his power to give, it aH'oidcd him very high satisfaction to 
rentier, in furtherance of the interesting objects which engaged the atten- 
tion of the Society. 

There wan one department of the Secretary's labours, on the due per- 
formance of which much of the credit of the Society depended — lie 
meant the duty of editing the Society's Journal : that duty had assumed 
a peculiar importance and was attended with far more than ordinary 
difficulty and delicacy, in bringing out the great results of Major Havv- 
linson's most curious and most valuable discoveries. The task was one 
which it would have been impossible for himself to perform. Happily, 
however, he had a colleague whose merits it had often been his high 
gratification to allude to— they now had conic forth so prominently that 
no one who took an interest in these important researches could be un- 
acquainted with the part Mr. Morris had taken in bringing them before 
the world. The most competent judge of the value of Mr. Norris's labours 
is the author himself, and he had acknowledged that for Mr. Norris's 
assistance he could find no words that could express his obligation. Mr. 
Clarke said that, he had heard with peculiar satisfaction the commenda- 
tion bestowed on Mr. Norris by the noble President, of the Society, who 
duly appreciated the value of his services to the Society; and he could 
assure the Meeting that the zealous and laborious devotion by that gen- 
tleman of his attention, his discriminating sagacity, and his various phi- 
lological knowledge to the difficult task he is so ubly accomplishing, 
entitle him to their especial notice and approbation. 

Cimhi.ks Ku.ioit, Ksrp, in acknowledging the vote just passed, 
said that this was the fust time in which he had been able to congratulate 
the Society on a diminution of the balance in their favour; but he 
might say now that he rejoiced in the circumstance, because it arose 
from the expenses incurred in bringing before the public a most 
valuable Memoir, which would contribute to extend its fame, and enable 
it to look forward with belter prospects than heretofore, to enlarged 
support from all who desired to extend the field of Kasteru Research. 

.1. Siiakksi-kaiik, Es«j. the Librarian of the Society, returned thanks. 

II. T. PniNsir, F.sq. said "Although the subject has already been 
more than once adverted to, yet 1 am sure J need make no apology for 
again drawing attention to the wonderful discoveries achieved by our 
countryman in the bind of classic story, and upon records left by the 
actors of history in the days of Cyrus and his successors. Kveiy one 
connected with 'this Society must feel that its credit has been enhanced, 
and its character elevated, by its having been made the channel for com- 
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municalmg those discoveries to the world. The Journals in which they 
are given have penetrated into boudoirs, and have been read in places and 
by persons with whom the lore of the East had hitherto been held in 
very small respect; who had been in the habit of declaring that heaps 
of rubbish only had been dug out of Sanscrit ruins. J myself, have wit- 
nessed the keen interest with which these papers of Major Uawlinsou 
have been read; for having recently visited 1'aris, I carried with 1110 
several extra copies, and found them to be most acceptable presents, not 
to literary men only, but to men of station and rank, who were busily 
engaged in the engrossing occupations of public life; and when J re- 
turned to London 1 learned without surprise that the numbers of our 
Journal containing these articles were included in an order for books for 
the special service of the Tuileries which came hither under the Royal 
hand. Now, to whom are we principally indebted lor the credit thus 
gained? Could the Society have undertaken, or if it had undertaken, 
could it have worthily executed a work of this description with any of 
the ordinary inducements that its small means, or the zeal of members 
engaged in other occupations might have enabled it to command? No; 
we are eminently fortunate in possessing an Under-Secretary who unites 
more varied learning, and more rare and extensive research and intelli- 
gence than I have ever seen combined in the same individual ; and 
when 1 declare this, I make no exception for iny own lamented 
brother, whose example rises naturally to my mind while drawing 
attention to the more extended labours of another in the same held. 
Next to Major Itawliuson himself, from whom God forbid that 1 
should detract one iola of the glory of Ibis discovery, next to him the 
Society owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Morris that the eulogies and 
public testimonies that we can confer will hardly repay. I only wish 
that it was in the power of this Society to bestow some more solid and 
substantial proof of its sense of these obligations, bailing the power, 
though not the will of so displaying our sentiments, we owe it to Mr. 
Morris to make acknowledgment that to his exertions in the thorough 
mastery of the subject, as well as to his care in superintending the pre- 
paration of the types, and in the collation ami correction of the manu- 
script and lithographed copies, the public is indebted for the justice that 
has been done to Major Itawliuson in the recent publication of his 
essays. This, however, is not the only instance in which we have had 
to express our obligations. It is only Ibis lime last, year that a special 
vote of thanks was recorded for labours of the same kind bestowed upon 
the inscription of Kapur di liiri, which was brought over by Mr. .Mas- 
son, as taken oil' by him by impressing cloths upon the rock, in a 
condition which appeared beyond the possibility of unravelling, and 
restoring to shape and sense. This inscription possesses an interest, 
second only to those which have been interpreted by Major liawlinson, 
Or are now engaging the attention of his fellow-labourers, in the arrow- 
headed field; and 1 have heard with much satisfaction that wo may 
shortly expect its translation from our learned Director, 1'rofcssor VVil- 
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son. Hut these services, groat as they are, are far from being the only 
ones rendered hy our Assistant-Secretary. If any one lights upon an 
ancient relic or inscription, that he seeks in vain to have explained else- 
where, lie goes to the room occupied hy Mr. Norris upstairs; and rarely 
docs he apply in vain. This 1 know is the course that I myself always 
pursue; and though I fear I must at times have heen a trouhlesomc 
intruder, I yet. trust that Mr. Norris will continue to permit me to con- 
sult him on the same friendly terms; and J am happy thus to acknow- 
ledge the value I attach to that permission." — Mr. Prinsep then moved 
the following Resolution: 

"That the unceasing and laborious attention bestowed hy Mr. Norris 
in editing the papers received from Major Hawlinson, and the great 
powers of research, ami the learning anil intelligence -which he has 
evinced in the performance of that important and delicate duty, entitle 
him to the special thanks of the Society, and of all who take an interest 
in the recent discoveries in regard to the cuneiform character." 

Colonel Sykks begged to claim the privilege of seconding the motion 
and to express his regret that the Society had it not in their power to 
afford a more substantial proof of their approbation of the unwearied 
zeal with which Air. Norris performed the labours of his office; an office 
requiring no ordinary philological and aiiti'juarian knowledge, as well as 
patient industry. Of his eltieient possession of this knowledge Mr. 
Norris was now giving ample proofs in carrying through the press the 
important memoir which had added an interesting chapter in the history 
of Persia; and bad put the student in Philology in possession ofa new field 
of research, which he would venture to pronounce was destined to afford 
a still richer produce than had already been reaped from it. Colonel 
Sykes must also bear testimony to the readiness and courtesy with 
which Mr. Norris placed the ample stores of his mind at the disposal of 
every inquirer, of whatever country ; and the instances were numerous in 
which literary aid was asked and cheerfully granted. 

The Motion was put from the Chair, and carried unanimously. 

Silt Gnonnu Staunton said that he was anxious before the Meeting 
adjourned to make a few observations upon three circumstances con- 
nected with the pursuits of the Society, which had occurred since our 
last Anniversary, and which appeared to him of remarkable interest. 
On the subject of the first, the brilliant and important discoveries of 
Major Rawlinson, ample justice had been already done by preceding 
speakers, and he would therefore merely add that they certainly rivalled, 
if they did not exceed, in interest and value, those which originated 
with our distinguished countryman Dr. Young, and were followed up 
hy the French Orientalist ChampoUion. They reflected lustre both on 
the discoverer himself and upon the Society which had been happily 
the means of bringing them before the public. The next circumstance 
11)17.1 « 
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of interest to which lie wished to allude was the establishment of a 
liranch Asiatic Society in China; the well-known zeal and attainments 
of Sir John Davis, on all points connected with Science and Literature 
in China, had left us no room for douht of our having his active co-ope- 
ration in promoting the ohjccls of our Society, as far as his means should 
extend ; hut we were hardly prepared to anticipate the gratifying 
fact that in so young a Colony as Hong Kong, a Colony mainly devoted 
to commerce, a sullieicnt number of gentlemen could have been found, 
animated with similar dispositions and prepared to unite with him in 
same cause. We might confidently expect that their llrauch Society 
would avail itself of all the increased facilities which now exist for 
gaining information respecting China, and would throw much new- 
ami important light upon the condition of that ancient and extraordinary 
empire. 

The last point to which he wished lo draw the attention of the 
•Meeting was the recent establishment in the Metropolis of a Chinese 
Professorship, lie said he was the more anxious to say a few words on 
the subject, as he was in some degree personally responsible for the 
proposal, and was aware that there were persons, for whose opinions and 
authority he had the utmost respect and deference, who doubted its 
policy and utility. It occurred to him that he could not more effectu- 
ally establish his point, than by reading a short extract from the preface 
of a work just published on China by Mr. Meadows, the present inter- 
preter to the British Government at Canton. This gentleman, in order 
to justify his pretensions to write upon China, informs the public that 
be bad resorted to Munich, and regularly attended the lectures of the 
Chinese Professor Dr. Neumann there, for the express purpose of quali- 
fying himself for the post which he afterwards obtained in the British 
Service in China. Sir George appealed to the Meeting whether it were 
not a reproach to this great country, so long and so extensively con- 
nected with China, that it was obliged to send its youth, destined for 
commercial or other pursuits in China, for instruction in the Language, 
to the Professors of Munich or Paris! 

The reproach he was happy to say was now removed by tho appoint- 
ment of Professor I'earoii at King's College, a gentleman well qualified 
for the task of instruction by twelve years' residence in China, and I13' 
the responsible office he held there for some years of interpreter to the 
Clinton Chamber of Commerce ; and it was worthy of notice that 
although the appointment was so very recent, two pupils, one the son of 
a British Merchant and the other a Foreigner, had already placed them- 
selves under his tuition. 

N. Bland, Esq. said that understanding that the next Meeting 
would be made special for the purpose of considering the propriety of 
admitting the Asiatic Society of iiong Kong to be a Branch of this 
Society, he would take the opportunity of proposing to this Meeting, 
that in the circular calling the special Meeting together, it notice should 
he added to the following effect: — 
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"That tlic special object of I lie General Meeting of Hie Olli June lie 
extended to the consideration of the present position the Society holds 
among the Literary institutions of this country ; and whether, and by 
what means it. maybe improved; and, particularly, in furtherance of 
that object, whether it may not be expedient, for the Society to establish 
itself in some other locality, better adapted to the completion and 
arrangement of its Library and Museum, and the accommodation of 
Members and Visitors." 

Mr. I?, observed that he had submitted the proposition to the 
General Meeting lather than to the Council, because he felt the subject 
to be one of such general interest, that he was desirous of enlisting 
the sympathies of the greatest number of Members of the Society, anil 
of endeavouring to combine the energies of all to attain an object S" 
desirable and so important. 

Several gentlemen having expressed their opinion of the incon- 
venience of the present house, and the want of more suitable accom- 
modation, the motion was put and carried unanimously. 
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